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65 Mopars exhibited at  
WAM all Mopar SHOW 
Saturday started with a threat of the continuation of rain 
from Friday night but held off to provide a nice cool day for 
a well attended show. No mud to bother us and lot’s of 
shade. The covered picnic area was great to have for 
registration and door prizes.  Many park visitors and lots of 
people who also had classic cars came through the show 
to see the Mopars and chat with everyone.  We had two 
Movie cars exhibit in the show, JR’s Dukes of Hazard 
Charger and the Mel Gibson “Payback” movie Charger. 
The new music DJ worked out OK and Lyle had lots of 
Mopar stuff for sale in his trailer. Stevens Chrysler 
Dealership brought out two new Mopars to show off the 
Magnum and C300.  Over 40 TROPHYS were awarded. 
With the Best of Show going to Tim Bonnell 71 Dodge 
Charger RT Black over Orange.  Tim has just recently 
gone through this charger with a restoration and spared no 
expense (based upon his groaning when he talks about it). 
We had the Great Bend Mopar Club President join us and 
show his Mopar.  We had several suggestions on next 
year’s event and will discuss them at the next meetings.   
 
WAM SHIRTS AVAILABLE $15.00 each . 
Front of shirt artwork shown above.  Back has sponsors and 73 
charger. SMALL (8), MED (1), LARGE (5),  X LARGE (17)  
 2X LARGE (22).  These are first come first get.  Once they’re 
gone they’re gone. Charger fans should get these collector shirts 
soon before they are gone.  Sorry no discounts until next year.  
  

Pictured are the hard working WAM Board 
members who made our MOPAR Show a big 
success.  Front row L-R; Marianne Slagel, Lyle Suhr, 
Sharon Walker,  2nd row; Wayne Jamis, Ron Mayes, Mike 
Saville, Back row; John Milner, Tim Bonnell, & Rock 
Slagel. We also thank all the other WAM members not 
pictured who helped out and attended our show.  Best of 
Show trophy and judged car plaques are on the table. 

 

Happy Winners of the drawing items. pictured along 
with Lyle Suhr Club Chairman. 

WAM MEETINGS 
7:00 PM 3rd Tuesday Monthly  Senior Center  200 
South Walnut (SE of Seneca & Douglas) 2nd floor, 

enter through back door east side.              

 



2006 Mopar Calendar of Events  
   
August 2006  
        5   MECCA   1st All MOPAR Appreciation day 
                Laird Noller Automotive, 1421 E. 30 th 
                Hutchinson, KS   $10 /$20 Judged 
 

11-13 MOPAR NATIONALS 
  National Trail Raceway, Columbus, OH 

 www.Moparnats.org  
 

15 WAM Meeting 7:00 PM Sr. Center 
Nominations OPEN Board and officers 
 

       25-27 Springfield  MO, Swap Meet 
 

September 2006  
      8 -10 Monster  MOPAR weekend, St. Louis, MO 
 
      16 – 17   ALL Dodge Charger Weekend, 

Eldorado, KS                                                                                 
www.chargerfever.com  

        
19 WAM Meeting 7:00 PM Sr. Center 

ELECTIONS WAM Board & Officers 
 

October 2006  
16 WAM Meeting 7:00 PM Sr. Center 
19 – 21 Chickasha Swap Meet 
 28 + 29  Ft. Worth, TX Swap Meet 
 

MOPAR WEBSITES 
www.wichitamopar.com       www.chargerfever.com  

www.thewraithcar.com         www.hpacmopar.com  
1962to1965mopar.ornocar.com.      www.mopartech.com    

www.moparts.com      www.moparstyle.net  
www.moparalley.org       www.heminet.com   

 
www.mopar.com  is the official 

website of DaimierChrysler 
and provides you the 

opportunity to join the new 
Direct Connection Mopar 

Team. 
 
Got a favorite Mopar website 
send it to us! 
 
 
 

 
HELP WANTED – IMMEDIATE OPENING 
 FOR NEWS HOUNDS TO SUBMIT STORIES AND 
ARTICLES TO WAM.  BIG PAY AND BENEFITS.  DOUBLE THE 
PREVIOUS NEWS HOUNDS PAY GUARANTEED. SEND 
RESUME AND SAMPLE MOPAR STORY TO 
Charger@advcom.net. EXTRA BONUS FOR INCLUDING 
PICTURES WITH YOUR STORY LINE. All sample stories and 
pictures become available for use by WAM Newsletter.  EXTRA 
Bonuses for submissions by email. Spelling and grammatical 
efforts appreciated but not necessary. Please use upper and 
lower case writings and include names of persons identified in 
the pictures. Helps to include name of cars too.  
 

WAM CLUB MEETING REPORT – June 06 
 By Sharon Walker - Secretary 
WAM Chairman Lyle was not able to attend the meeting. Wayne 
Jamis chaired the meeting.  Lyle wants everyone to know that he 
was very appreciative of the WAM members who helped out at 
the show and thought the show turnout was very good 
considering the threatening weather.  We have over 40 car show 
shirts left in most sizes.  Buyers should contact Sharon Walker at 
393-8685.  The Club is already planning next years show event 
and will have a board meeting soon to go over the plans.  
Requests for suitable locations are being made with the 
Sedgwick County Park being highest on the list at present. 
THE CAR SHOW NEXT YEAR WILL BE SAT. JUNE 16, 07. 
Member input is always welcome at the meetings on planning our 
WAM show to make it an enjoyable event.  Discussion was held 
that more members are needed at meetings to be sure everyone 
has a say and information on what the WAM Club is doing.  
Some members also want to have the Club attend more car 
shows as a group.  Members in attendance: Floyd & Sharon 
Walker, Wayne Jamis, Tim Bonnell, John Milsap, Chris Lucas, 
Brock Moore, Rocky & Marianne Slagle, Roger Peter, Bob 
Malliswon, and Mike Sage. 
  
 
Email charger@advcom.net  or MSaville@advcom.net  
if you need your WAM renewal due date. 
 
 

 
 

Lake Afton Open Wheels show good fun. 
WAM members Mike Saville and Ron Mayes showed up at Lake 
Afton Sunday show in Ron’s 68 Charger last May. We had lots of 
good cars to look at and talked with many people with great 
weather as a main subject.  We visited with several Vendors 
including a WAM show Sponsor Knipps.  Unfortunately, while the 
Wichita Council of Car Clubs sponsors this totally FREE event for 
cars and spectators WAM just hasn’t had much turnout, nor have 
we really coordinated going to the event.  Members should mark 
their calendar so that if they aren’t attending a Mopar show 
somewhere they consider going out to the lake with their car and 
have a group picnic.        
 



 
Over 800 cars at Automobilia 

Moonlight Car Show.   
 WAM members receiving awards for sponsor favorite included 
Mike Saville (66 Charger) and Art Jenkins (71 Cuda). Several 
other Mopars won awards.  Several WAM members attend show 
including Floyd and Sharon Walker, Mike and Denise Saville, 
Ron & Nell Mayes, Rocky and Marianne Slagel, Chris Lucas  (If I 
missed anyone oops)  In all over 800 vehicles exhibited in Old 
Towne Wichita including about 40 Mopars.  This year Gary 
Carter owner of Automobilia and founder of the show, did a 
splendid job of providing several bands and special guests 
including Bo Hopkins and Candy?? From the movie American 
Graffiti.  While watching fellow Mopar enthusiasts receive awards 
amongst the many other brands we wondered why more Mopars 
didn’t attend this great event.  Considering the fact that nearly 
one out of five Mopars that did attend received sponsor awards 
you have to feel pretty good about the popularity of the Mopars 
vs Ford, GM and others in the show.  Each year Gary says it 
costs too much of his time and money to keep the event going. 
For those who think this is a money making deal, you’re wrong.  
Just ask any car club that hosts a car show you know how much 
time and money it takes.  Especially if the organizer is a small 
business.  It’s hard to imagine why the Wichita Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Old Towne Merchants Association don’t provide 
more support for this event.  Especially, when I can’t think of any 
other local car show that has this many show cars and is FREE 
to the tens of thousands of public that visit the show area.  It’s no 
secret that this show accounts for most of the money spent in the 
downtown area on that given night.  Add the money spent by 
visitors from out of town and Wichita should take note of the 
popularity of this event. OH, and the Wichita PD officers could 
give us a little slack on dragging Douglas. The crowd under the 
RR Bridge would enjoy the noise and smell of burning rubber as 
long as it didn’t get out of safe bounds.  Last year we were 
treated to a closed loop on Douglas restricted to show cars. This 
year the city blew this part of the program by not coordinating 
with the show organizer better to allow the same opportunity and 
provide better police participation in the event.  

If you want to see this show continue Visit Automobilia and tell 
Gary you’ll support the show! 

 
Notice: � �
Cheyney, Wade "Scooter" , 77, retired Boeing buyer, died 
Friday, April 21, 2006. Mr. Cheyney was a veteran in the US 
Army, was involved with Harley-Davidson Motorcycle ABATE, 
volunteered with the Sedgwick County Sheriff's office, was a 
member at East Heights United Methodist Church, as were his 
parents, and was active with show cars across the state.  Scooter 
had a Plymouth Prowler that he showed at several WAM shows.   
 

 
Mopar Automobilia Award winners. 

 

 
TDC Dodge Charger Registry Annual Meet  
Jefferson City MO have around 150 Dodge Chagers show up 
through the four day event.  This was a member only event that 
was basically closed to the public on Jefferson County 
Fairgrounds.   WAM members Rocky and Marianne Slagel and 
Nell and Ron Mayes attended the event.   Five Daytona Chargers 
appeared there along with VP of Chrysler Engineering Retired ?? 

And Carl Cameron 
designer of the 66 
Dodge Charger.  The 
event was well done 
with special guests 
and 69 Dodge 
Charger RTSE owner 
Red Kilby providing a 
country music 
entertainment on 
Friday night.  
Saturday night we got 

to watch some old Mopar Videos.  Several Chargers came from 
Kansas and we enjoyed seeing everyone from past shows in 
other states.  Saturday afternoon we got about 28 of us together 
and went to dinner at a good steakhouse in Jeff city.  Many 
patrons and cars passing by just had to stop by and see the mini 
charger shows wherever we parked.   
 
The Pictures on this page are from my Motorola V360 T-Mobile 
Cellular Phone.  1.3 Mega pixel camera.  Come on by Advantage 
Communications & Paging and I’ll show you all the Camera 
phones we have for sale on Alltel – Nextel – T-Mobile.   
742 S. Washington in Downtown Wichita!   316-264-5005  Ron 
 



WANTED  ADS 
 
*  66 Plymouth Barracuda   Lyle Suhr 
theturbowraith@aol.com  WAM mbr  09/05 
  

FOR SALE ADS 
 
1968 to 1970,  B Body Cars, Parts , and more.  Lyle Suhr is 
cleaning out the garages  316-262-8336   4/06 
    
1971 Plymouth Sport Fury body parts 
Ron Charger@advcom.net or 316-264-5005 ofc. 1/06 

 
HELP SEEKERS 

I am wondering if you know of someone who may have a driver 
side power window regulator for my 70 challenger convertible. if 
you know of a company that offers them or someone with one 
please let me know at    dpocock@netzero.net   I have not had 
much success so your help would be greatly appreciated.   
thanks!!  Darren   2/06 

 
2006 WAM Officer CONTACT INFO 

Chairman  – Lyle Suhr   
316-262-8336 ofc   theturbowraith@aol.com 
Secretary  – Sharon Walker   
316-744-1083    SFWFLW@cox.net  
Treasurer  – Mike Saville  
316-291-0003     msaville@advcom.net 
Newsletter   - Ron Mayes  
264-5005 ofc  291-0100    charger@advcom.net 
 
At large Board Members - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Tim Bonnell  – Past Chairman  
 316-721-2244 tbonnell@pimi.com 
John Milner  -   
316-265-8129     
Larry Janke  – The guy who hauls the WAM trailer around.  
316-214-7761  ljanke1@cox.net 
Rocky & Marianne Slagle   
316-788-3290   rtcharger@chargerfever.com 
Tom White   
 316-838-8543   ctwhite@uhs.com 
Jerry Shoemaker  
316-729-9669    
Wayne Jamis  
316-838-7644    mommajam_2000@yahoo.com  

 
 

Floyd & 
Sharon 

Walker at 
Automobilia 

Car Show 
Talking over 
how they are 

gonna get 
out of the 

heat. 
 
 

 
 

 
Charger Fever April Road Trip turns out Beautiful ! 

By Ron Mayes and my 68 
Rocky and Marianne Slagel always put on a good show and this 
year’s cruise to Bartlesville, and Pawhuska Oklahoma had about 
fifteen chargers that made the Scenic Oklahoma Cruise.  The 
farthest traveled came in from Illinois. Most stayed at the Sonic 
Drive in Pawhuska, OK. where Chargers took up most all of the 
stalls.  My participation was a bit late but enjoyable.  The 
previous week I went to wash the old 68 charger and it started 
only three times before the starter went out.  Now that’s not much 
to some but those who have headers you know what I’m about to 
do.  To remove the starter you have to remove the header on the 
driver’s side along with the steering drag link, tie rod end, valve 
cover, sparkplugs and wires, battery cable, exhaust system and 
front tire. Yep all that just to take ten minutes to switch starters.  
Well several hours later it’s now two AM Saturday morning and I 
can wash the charger and gas it up to leave for Oklahoma in the 
next six hours. I decided to rejet the Holly from 72 to 69 on 
primary and stepped up the plugs to RJ14y for hotter spark after 
seeing the crud on the RJ12Ys.  This paid off as I increased fuel 
mileage to 15.5 MPG from 13.  I drove scenic highway 400 to 99 
down to Toots in Howard (always great burgers n shakes). Then 
through Sedan KS to get to 166 and caught 75 into Bartlesville, 
highway 10 went west into Pawhuska.  Leaving, I went west to 
Ponca City catching I-35 north back into Wichita.  I discovered 
that my fuel pump was weak on the trip. Bummer not being able 
to pass all those cars doing less than 65 MPH.  I love driving the 
Charger because it’s still one of the most comfortable rides I 
have.  It also helps to know how to work on Chargers as some 
trips require some adjustments.  I was fortunate the starter gave 
up in the driveway and the old fuel pump got me home, slower, 
but home. Now all I have to do is remove starter bracket from 
passenger motor mount, remove two fuel pump bolts, catch a 
little gas in the eye and well you get the idea.  Hey it’s a hobby. 

 
 

This is the 
Charger Fever 

2006  
Collector T-Shirt  

now on sale for a 
limited time.  
 $20 each.  

Contact Rocky or 
Marianne Slagel at 
www.ChargerFever.com 
 *This art work is 
copyrighted 

 
 

WAM ELECTIONS SEPTEMBER 19 th 
7:00 PM  Downtown Senior Center 

 



WAM 
Membership 
Benefits 

 
You don't have to own a MOPAR to be a member. 

Club activities include: 
General assembly monthly meetings 
Annual Club-sponsored Mopar Meet 
Cruises, picnics, etc. 
Club participation in area car shows 
Club participation in swap meets 
Club convoys to out-of-town meets 
Club members get FREE for sale and Wanted ads in 
newsletter & website. 
Club member resources for information on MOPAR cars, 
parts and general how to information. 
 
*  Club Newsletter  packed with information on MOPAR 
events and news. 
 
*  WAM member only discounts at these supporters  

WAM MEMBERSHIP 
DISCOUNTS 

You must show  your current WAM membership card at 
these WAM vendor supporters for Membership only 
discounts. 
ADVATAGE COMMUNICATIONS & PAGING   Alltel 
Nextel - Sprint - T-Mobile  Phones, Pagers, 2 Way 
Radios, and Accessories.  316-264-5005  
www.advcom.net 
WAM 10% discount on products. (confirmed) 
 
AUTOMOBILIA   316-264-9986 
200 North Emporia @ 1st  St. 
WAM 10% discount on purchases  (confirmed) 
 
STEVENS CHRYSLER  JEEP DODGE 
11028 West Kellogg 
 WAM  discount on parts. 
 
KNIPP'S  265-7910 
WAM discount on purchases 
 
DAVIS MOORE DODGE WAM discount on parts 
 
WANTED WAM Vendors & Supporters  contact 
WAM board member or Ron Mayes newsletter editor to 
offer WAM discounts with terms and conditions.  We will 
include your listing in our regular newsletter and include an 
advertisement with your offer.   WAM members If you 
know of a business that would benefit WAM members 
please have them contact us in writing or email 
charger@advcom.net with their business discount Offer. 
 
 
August  2006 
 
 

W A M 
Membership Application  

 
Wichita Area Mopars, Inc. 

P.O. Box 48822 
Wichita, KS 67201 

 
Print this form and mail it along with a check or money 
order to the address above.   
 Membership dues are $20.00  per year per household. 

Larger online version at www.wichitamopars.com 
Please Print  & circle answers 

 
Membership Type:   NEW        RENEWAL    UPDATE   
 
Last Name* ___________________________________   
 
First Name*:___________________________________ 
 
Spouse*: _____________________________________   
 
Address* _____________________________________ 
 
City*: _____________________ State*: _____Zip*:______   
 
Phone*:_______________________________________   
 
Work Phone:  _________________________________ 
 
Cellular Phone ________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address:*  _______________________________  
 
Do you want a newsletter via Email*   YES          NO 
 
Mopars Owned:  Yr   Make    Model 
 
1:___________________________________________   
 
2:___________________________________________   
 
3:  __________________________________________ 
 
Hobbies , other car clubs, contacts, skills, etc. that could 
be useful to the club and/or members: 
1:___________________________________________   
 
2:___________________________________________   
 
3: ___________________________________________  
I hereby submit my application for membership  and 
consent to the publication of the above information in the 
WAM! Roster, to be provided to WAM! Members only. 
 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
Date _______________________________________ 
 
 
 



The Skinny on Trailer Tires  
/ John Gunnell 

 
Trailering isn’t for every hobbyist. Some prefer driving their 
vintage cars, while others think it’s safer and more convenient to 
tow.  
 
Trailering may be safer – if you have good trailer tires. However, 
many people have a habit of putting old car or truck tires on a 
trailer. They think trailer tires don’t get as much wear or abuse as 
car tires. But, they are only half right. 
 
Trailer tires usually don’t wear out as fast as car tires because 
they don’t roll as many miles. You probably don’t use your trailer 
every day or in the winter, so tread wear will be minimal.  
 
However, the real danger to trailer tires is the sun’s ultraviolet 
rays. When rubber is exposed to sunlight, it begins to deteriorate. 
Trailer tires are constantly in the sun. Even if you have cycle-
style fenders on your trailer, the tires are still exposed to sunlight 
more than car tires.   Ultraviolet rays will cause rubber to crack. 
Trailer tires use rubber compounds that resist sunlight and ozone 
exposure, but aging is still more of a problem to trailer tires than 
wear. You can fight some of the deterioration by using protective 
tire covers (often seen on motor homes) and parking in the 
shade, but it’s still likely your trailer tires will crack before they go 
bald. 
 
To get tires for your trailer, you need to know the Gross Vehicle 
Weight Rating (GVWR) and Gross Axle Weight Rating (GAWR). 
The GVWR is the maximum weight for each axle. The GAWR 
(tongue weight) is the weight on the hitch. If you have a two-axle 
trailer, add the GVWR of both axles to get the GAWR. 
To find your trailer’s GVWR and/or GAWR rating, check your 
owner’s manual. If you don’t have one, look for a data plate or try 
to find someone with a similar trailer who knows the rating. These 
values must be matched to the proper tire load range in order to 
get the right tires. You can’t just put heftier tires on your trailer 
and use it to carry a tank. 
 
When you’re ready to buy tires, check the chart at a tire store. It 
will cross reference tire sizes, load ranges, tire pressures, axle 
loads and tongue weights. Trailer tires will have an “ST” prefix 
indicating “Special Trailer.” Trailer tires will usually have a GVWR 
rating that is 9 percent higher than the rating for similarly sized 
non-trailer tires. You shouldn’t use standard tires, such as P-
Metric tires, with codes starting with “P.” You need tire codes that 
start with “ST.”  
 
Never use trailer tires on a car. Trailer tires have tread patterns 
different from those on car and truck tires because they are made 
to be pulled. The trailer tire will have a solid and continuous 
center band and tread blocks that maintain road contact to resist 
irregular wear. In cross-section trailer tires will be more rounded. 
Nylon reinforcements are used to increase traction.  

John “Gunner” Gunnell is the automotive books editor at Krause 
Publications in Iola, Wis., and former editor of Old Cars Weekly and Old 
Cars Price Guide 

Car Collecting: It’s Not Just for Grownups Anymore   
 

Hagerty Collector Network’s hobby survey last fall gave a 
glimpse into the future of our hobby – and results show it could 
be in trouble. 
Results tell us that the next generation of collectors – our youth 
of today – is nowhere near a ’68 Mustang Fastback or a ’34 Ford 
street rod. A whopping 85 percent of collectors are between 36 
and 65 years of age, with the average age being 51½.  
The nearly 8,000 enthusiasts who took our survey say that the 
average age they got into the hobby of collecting cool cars or 
trucks is 34. That’s not a good thing if we want to see our hobby 
continue to grow. With the tuner and lowrider markets 
mushrooming in the last 10 years or so, we should be seeing big 
numbers.  
A recent Michigan State University grad said, “I think the biggest 
hindrance for most kids getting into the hobby is money, not 
interest.” 
Yes, the younger generation could be considering the financial 
obligation of a mere single classic car, and adding that expense 
to college, a first apartment and so forth would be overwhelming. 
But some interesting collector cars aren’t out of financial reach. A 
lot of neat models are just turning 25 years old – the age of most 
cars considered “collectible” or “classic.”  
 Models such as the Ford Model T, VW Beetle and Karmann 
Ghia, the Mini and the Alfa Romeo GTV 1750 are all affordable. 
Old Datsuns, like the 510 and Z cars, and Mazda RX4 and RX7 
along with newer models like the VW GTI and Scirrocco and 
Volvos of the ‘80s are worth a look too. Many of these cars are 
inexpensive, cheap to run and easy to work on. They also offer 
good performance for the money. 
And the ever-popular (and ever-price-increasing) Mustang does 
have cheaper options: the 1964 ½ to 1966 coupe (choose the 6-
cylinder) and the ’67 hardtop coupe are reasonable. And for 
those who want something a little newer, the 1982-1992 5-liter 
models are a great value but more for driving rather than 
collecting. 
So, what can we do to get the younger generation started? We 
can mentor a group of youth in our community, talk about our 
classic cars and trucks with our kids and grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews, and we can look into organizations that work 
solely for this purpose – like the Collectors Foundation. Offering 
grants to automotive museums and libraries to preserve vintage 
vehicle documentation, and scholarships to students studying an 
automotive program, the Foundation uses individual and 
corporate donations, along with a portion of Collector Network 
membership fees, to further our cause.  
 
Do your part to make sure our hobby stays alive for generations 
to come. For more on what you can do, consider donating to the 
Collectors Foundation. Visit www.collectorsfoundation.org for 
more information.  
 
 
 

 

 



 
WAM SHOW 06 Top Award  went to Tim Bonnell Sr. – 
Wichita, KS.  71 Dodge Charger RT SE.  This beautifully restored 
Charger took top honors because no expense was spared in 
bringing the vehicle back to like new condition.  This is the first 
show Tim brought the vehicle too since it got out of the shop.  
Tim tells WAM members that he actually thought about selling 
this Charger a year or so ago and when confronted with the 
popularity of the Charger decided to keep it and restore it.  We’re 
glad he kept this fine example of the third generation charger.  
Tim is past chairperson and current Active Board Member 
of WAM, 
__________________________________________ 

WAM Board Elections in 
September 06 
 
WAM Board and Officer Positions are up for 
elections in September.  Open Nominations 
are in July, August and September.  
Nominations taken at the July meeting 
included : 
 

 Chairperson – Wayne Jamis,  
Vice Chairperson and show coordinator – John Milner,  
Secretary -, 
Treasurer – Mike Saville (current), 
 Newsletter Editor – Ron Mayes (current).   
Bylaws call for eight total board and officers of WAM Inc.  Please 
help our Mopar Club remain strong by participating in the 
elections. 
____________________________________________ 
 

 
Carl Cameron Designer of the 1966 Dodge Charger 
giving autographs at the TDC Meet in Jeff City, MO . 
 

More Mopar Road trip stories 
When we last left off the 68 Charger fuel pump was weakening 
on the trip back from Charger Fever Oklahoma and got replaced 
for the trip to Jefferson City, MO.  Being 100 degrees under the 
shade tree and going through the big town of Kansas City we got 
a tad heated (220’) and the AC was shut off to spare the cooling 
system while we observed the four lane parking lot move slowly 
north on i-435. (It was Friday Rush Hour) Catching 50 Eastbound 
we were able to crank on the AC through to Sedalia, MO.  That’s 
when we noticed the smoke coming out from under the hood at 
the stop light. Yep, we’re HOT again.  Well, it was R134a Freon 
and the not so old AC system blew seals and became useless. 
While in Jeff city we had some good company of Daytona 
Charger’s at the Hotel with one needing a new battery.  Yes, they 
actually drive them $250,000.00 Daytona’s and need repairs 
every now and then too.  My condolences go to the nice Daytona 
from Iowa that blew a radiator out on the way home. They were 
helped by another good Mopar Daytona owner from KC area and 
made it home eventually.  We wanted some replacement nitrate 
seals and Freon to make a temporary cool fix for the ride home. I 
Replaced the seals looked everything over and began to refill the 
AC system. Whereupon the Freon came out of the split 
condenser tube so we stopped and went to the 4-70 backup air 
(4 windows down and about 70 mph).  Later after saying 
goodbyes to about a 100 TDCR Chargers we Left for home 
traveling north to Columbia MO and i-70 to miss the highway 50 
church traffic. We got about 40 miles when again smoke filled the 
air.  This time the AC compressor clutch went out and froze up 
causing the belts to begin melting. Seeing no alternative I cut the 
belts for the AC compressor which also ran the alternator.  Nice 
thing about old cars is that they don’t suck battery juice like new 
ones and we were able to go 300 miles on the battery (daytime) 
arriving home just about dark.  At Matfield Green we got caught 
up in the traffic jam caused by the Indy Race League Honda 
Race Team Semi going slow in the left lane. A 06 Charger RT 
pulled along side and when we got past the IRL slowpokes we 
took off on a nearly empty road.  I didn’t know the new charger 
could do over 125 mph did you?  Well now I’ve got a new 
Sanden compressor ($220) from Classic Air, FL, a new 
condenser ($182.50 + EBay) coming from CCSAUTO 
Condensers, CA and some work ahead of me.  Hey it’s been up 
to 109 degrees here lately and having AC is worth it when you 
have black top and black interior.  I’ve also had my spare HD 3 
core radiator cleaned and checked out by Lubbers radiator shop, 
Wichita ($70) to work on keeping things cooler.  Now all I need is 
a MOPAR FREE MONEY GRANT to afford the hobby.  Charger, 
it’s not a car, it’s an adventure!   Ron 
 
How about you?  Do you have an interesting Mopar 
story? Send it to us with pictures!   
Charger@advcom.net 



 
 
 
Wichita Area Mopars Inc . 
P. O. Box 48822 
Wichita, KS  67201  
 
 www.wichitamopar.com 
 
 
 

June - July  2006 Newsletter 
 
 
 
“Address Correction Requested” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Pictures from the Dodge Charger Registry Meet in MO  
 
Where else can you get your MOPAR fix in the Central 
Kansas area?  Join WAM and keep your membership 
active. 

REMEMBER WAM ELECTIONS 
September 19 th 7:00 PM Sr. Center. 

 


